EDUCATION
R.S.F.S.R. and the People's Commissariats for Education
of other allied republics have permitted mismanagement
in the schools in so far as they have placed a lot of so-called
"pedologists" there, and confided to them the most im-
portant functions in the direction of the school and in the
education of pupils.
By orders of the People's Commissariats the pedologists
were required to control the admission to classes, to
organize the school regime, to direct the whole course of
work "from the point of view of pedologizing the school
and the pedagogue/3 to find out the cause of the pupil's
bad progress, to control his political views, to determine
the profession for the pupils leaving school, and to turn
out from the school backward students.
There exists in the school, in addition to the pedagogical
personnel, an organization of pedologists, which is inde-
pendent of the pedagogues, which possesses its own
guiding centres such as pedological seminars, provincial
laboratories, and research institutes; and the work of
teaching and education is split between the pedagogues
and the pedologists, so that the pedagogues are controlled
by the pedalogical cell. All this has, in fact, lowered the
responsibility of the pedagogue for the educational work,
and has caused absence of control in the management of
the schools. This could not but damage the whole Soviet
school-work.
This damage was increased by the character and the
method of the pedological work in the school, The
practice of the pedologists, who remained separate from.
the pedagogues and school-work, was chiefly concerned
with quasi-scientific experiments, and with numberless
inquiries among pupils and their parents in. the form of
foolish and harmful lists of questionnaires, tests, etc., long
since condemned by the party* These so-called scientific
"investigations," carried out among many pupils and their
parents, were concerned especially with backward scholars
who did not fit in with the ordinary school regime. They
aimed at demonstrating from a pretended "scientific
biosociologicaT' point of view of modern pedology that the
slow progress of the pupil or the defects of his conduct
were conditioned by heredity and his social standing.
They aimed at showing the bad influences on the pupil, of